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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2007

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, on
Thursday, June 21, 2007, | was absent during
rollcall vote No. 536. Had | been present, |
would have voted “aye” on agreeing to the
McGovern of Massachusetts Amendment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2007

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 553, H. Amdt. 367 offered by Representa-
tive LOWEY to H.R. 2764, the Department of
State, Foreign Operations and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2008, | was un-
avoidably detained and unable to vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted
no.”

“
———

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2764) making ap-
propriations for the Department of State,
foreign operations, and related programs for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes:

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of the McGovern-Lewis amendment. It
is time to close the School of the Americas, or
WHINSEC. After so many decades of human
rights abuses and threats to democracy, the
U.S. should not be giving a privileged position
to Latin American militaries by maintaining a
special school in the United States just for
them. Nearly every month in Latin America, a
perpetrator of human rights crimes, corruption,
or drug-trafficking is found to have attended
the School of the Americas. There’s a reason
that the SOA has been called the “School of
the Atrocities.”

WHINSEC, as well as current U.S. foreign
policies, are making the United States lose
ground with the people of Latin America. Our
relations with Latin America are at their lowest
ebb in several decades. The Abu Ghraib scan-
dal, the doctrine of preemptive war, secret
prisons and the debate over detentions in
Guantanamo Bay are reported widely and criti-
cally in Latin American media. | have traveled
to Latin America and seen for myself that the
WHINSEC, as the direct heir of the School of
the Americas, is viewed throughout Latin
America as a symbol of the U.S. priority of
strengthening brutal military regimes instead of
encouraging development.
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Suspending part of the aid to the WHINSEC
would show that the United States wants to
avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. Such
a move would be a significant and positive
step forward in repairing our damaged image
and credibility. It would also be a blow to
those who have strengthened themselves po-
litically by accusing the United States of hy-
pocrisy on human rights and democracy. A
more cooperative, less unilateral foreign pol-
icy, including the suspension of funding for
WHINSEC, will clearly demonstrate our re-
spect for international human rights standards
and would help the United States regain influ-
ence and build connections in Latin America.

The United States should work with Latin
American nations on common solutions to
common problems, and our programs should
invest in helping Latin American communities
help themselves. Instead of providing funds to
train human rights abusers, we should provide
assistance for clean water, vaccinations for
children, micro-credit, technical assistance for
small farmers and small business, shelter for
refugees and generous disaster relief to build
goodwill with our neighbors.

Just last month Nobel Peace Prize Recipi-
ent Oscar Arias, President of Costa Rica, an-
nounced that Costa Rica would no longer
send its police to the WHINSEC for training.
We should join Costa Rica (and other Latin
American countries who have withdrawn their
police from training at WHINSEC) in changing
course by withdrawing funding from this crimi-
nal training ground.

———

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL
ROGER P. LEMPKE

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, it
is my pleasure today to rise in honor of Major
General Roger P. Lempke, the Adjutant Gen-
eral of the Nebraska National Guard since De-
cember of 2000. Earlier this morning, General
Lempke announced his retirement. | have had
the pleasure of knowing and working with
General Lempke for a number of years. He is
a true Nebraskan and the very definition of a
great American.

A graduate of the United States Air Force
Academy, General Lempke became a pilot
and flew more than 1600 flying hours primarily
as an instructor pilot. He has earned the Meri-
torious Service Medal, Air Force Achievement
Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, and the
Nebraska National Guard National Defense
Service Medal among many other awards and
decorations throughout his years of service to
our country.

General Lempke served all of Nebraska and
the people of the United States as Com-
mandant of the State’s military forces, the Ne-
braska Emergency Management Agency, and
as President of the Adjutants General Asso-
ciation of the United States.

Time and time again, our State has needed
his leadership when faced with a natural dis-
aster and time and time again, General
Lempke has risen to the occasion. He has
served his country with dedication and honor
during a time of war. The Nebraska National
Guard and the United States Armed Forces
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have been made better through the tireless ef-
forts of General Lempke, and | thank him for
his service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 22, 2007

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, on

Thursday, June 21, 2007, | was absent during

rollcall vote No. 535. Had | been present, |

would have voted “no” on agreeing to the
Boustany of Louisiana amendment.

——————

SBA WOMEN’S BUSINESS
PROGRAMS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 18, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 2397, to
reauthorize the women’s entrepreneurial de-
velopment programs of the Small Business
Administration, and for other purposes.

| would first begin by applauding my es-
teemed colleague from Oklahoma, Congress-
woman MARY FALLIN, for her work on, and un-
dertaking of this important piece of legislation.
The SBA Women'’s Business Programs Act of
2007 will help to restore the goal of the Fed-
eral Government to award grants to Women'’s
Business Centers, originally operating as a
non-profit organizations in conjunction with in-
stitutions of higher learning. This bill will also
restore the balance of funding between new
and existing Women’s Business Centers, origi-
nally envisioned at the start of the program.

Women Business Centers (WBCs) are com-
munity-based projects that are funded by the
U.S. Small Business Administration through
grants that require matching funds. They pro-
vide long-term business skills training, coun-
seling, and mentoring to benefit emerging and
existing small businesses that are owned and
controlled by women, especially those who are
socially or economically disadvantaged. Its
goal is to continually ensure that those WBC’s
that are indeed serving an unmet need in their
underserved communities remain sustained.
They also work to provide valuable technical
assistance to women entrepreneurs.

The SBA’s Women’s Business Programs
Act of 2007 authorizes the National Women'’s
Business Council to conduct annual studies on
problems hindering the success of women en-
trepreneurs and to submit reports to the Presi-
dent and the House and Senate Small Busi-
ness committees. By offering a three-tiered
system of funding and lower caps on spending
for older business centers, SBA hopes to
make certain that a balanced percentage of
the funding is used to support both new and
existing business centers. This system will
offer assistance to newly established centers,
while slowly reducing the older centers de-
pendency on federal grant funds.

Grants awarded to these business centers
in their first 5 years were awarded with the in-
tention that after this 5-year period had ended,
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